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| hope everyone had an enjoyable summer. The first half-term of the new school year seemed to fly by ahd
exam results have been outstanding. The Headteacher shares more details in his article.

May and June were very busy - and exciting - months for your Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and Membership
Secretary as the school appointed a new Alumni and Development Officer, Susanne Dansey, who will work
with us using some new CRM (customer relationship management) software to streamline communications
and enable us to reach many more current OMs with our newsletters and emails. We have had problems with
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our bulk emailing system for too
long, which has been a source of

great frustration for all concerned.

It will also help us to grow our
membership and re-establish
contact with many former pupils
and staff.

On the recent Guy Fawkes’ Night
(an event which every year seems
to surrender some of its former
prominence in the calendar

to Hallowe’en), | was leaving a
Governors’ meeting at school

at about 6.30pm, and stepping
out into the car park | expected
to hear a few local fireworks.
Instead there were throngs of
young footballers creating a
happy hubbub as they were being
collected from the clubs’ practice
sessions on our All-Weather

Your Stories,
Our History

pitch, which provides the school a
useful income stream. At the same
time the next cohort of players
were being dropped off for later
sessions, so it was impressively
busy. It made me want to get hold
of the Delorean from the Back To
The Future films and go ‘back in
time’ to my schooldays, taking that
fantastic pitch with me!

On Armistice Day, 11 November,

| had the honour of representing
the Governing Body and

the Society at this year’s
Remembrance Service. The dignity
of the occasion and an impeccably
observed two minutes’ silence
brought the chance to reflect and
remember the many Maidstonians
who, across generations, gave
their lives in the service of our

OMS
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country.
I'd also like to take this opportunity
to wish all OMs a very happy and

peaceful Christmas season.

John Clayton

Committee

We'd love to hear from you!

If you have something to share or simply
want to reconnect, then do get in touch with
any member of the committee - or email us
directly at:

We welcome all content from Old
Maidstonians and the wider community -
nothing is too small or too niche. Whether it's
a memory from your school days, an update
on your life or career, a recent achievement,
or even a funny anecdote from your time at
MGS, we'd be delighted to include it. Photos,
reflections, poems, and even news of other
Old Maidstonians are all very welcome.

No need to worry about polish - we're just
keen to hear your voice. It's your stories that
bring our community to life.

President and Chairman - John Clayton 1961 to 1968
Secretary - Richard Ratcliffe 1956 to 1964

Treasurer - Chris Hipkins 1961 to 1969

Membership Secretary - Sean Scurr 1997 to 2004
Webmaster Malcolm MacCallum 1957 to 1963
Archivist - Graham Walker Staff 1981 - 2018
Headteacher - Mark Tomkins

Brian White 1962 to 1969

Dan Abnett - 1979 to 1984

Gardner Crawley - 1955 to 1962

Heather Cook - 1994 to 2024

James Hanratty - Staff

Jonah Diomede - 2013 to 2020

Rajiv Gokool - 1994 to 2001

Tony Bishop - 1955 to 1962

Immediate Past President - Jason Tarry 1980 to 1985


mailto:newsletter@oldmaidstonians.org.uk

Issue No. 48: Winter 2025

www.oldmaidstonians.org.uk

-
ar
-
-
ol

®

..- -\."-\._-\L




www.oldmaidstonians.org.uk

From the Headteacher

As we approach the end of the
autumn term, | am delighted to
share with our Old Maidstonians
an update on what has been

a remarkable and energising
start to the academic year at
MGS. Since September, the
school has continued to evolve -
embracing innovation, celebrating
achievement, and strengthening
the sense of community that
defines us.

One of the most significant
developments has been the
continued rollout of digital
learning. From now, all students
in Years 7 and 8 have been issued
with their laptop devices, ensuring
that every Maidstonian has access
to the tools required for modern
study. Alongside this, our staff
have engaged enthusiastically
with emerging technologies;
teachers are now exploring how
artificial intelligence can enhance
their work in the classroom and
beyond. This is a pivotal moment
for the school, and | am pleased
to say that a comprehensive

MGS Al Strategy is currently

in development to guide us
thoughtfully and responsibly in the
years ahead.

Our students have also excelled
beyond the classroom. On writing
this article, the 1st XV rugby
squad had reached the Last 8 of
the National Vase, while the 1st
XI football squad remains fiercely
competitive in the U19 Schools
National Cup. Their dedication,
teamwork and sportsmanship
continue to make us proud.

Academic success has been
equally impressive. Looking back
on the summer, the 2025 GCSE
and A level results were the best
the school has ever achieved
outside of the extraordinary
circumstances of the COVID
years. These outcomes reflect
the tireless commitment of both
staff and students and reaffirm
our long-standing reputation for
academic excellence. Reading
across the school continues to
strengthen too; this year, every
student in Year 7 received a free
book, generously funded by the
Parents’ Association.

Our community has grown in
other ways as well. We were
delighted to welcome 30 more
students into Year 12 than
expected - an encouraging sign
of the confidence that families
across the town continue to place
in the school. Within the school
environment, improvements

have also been made to student
facilities, including a complete refit
of the main boys' toilets, which
now provide a safer and more
pleasant space.

Service and exceptional personal
achievement have also been
recognised this term. Two
members of our community
have received Lord Lieutenant
Awards for their outstanding
contributions to the Combined
Cadet Force. We also celebrate
the accomplishments of an Old
Maidstonian - now a valued
member of staff - who has
represented Great Britain at both
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the European and World Roller
Skating Championships. Their
success is a powerful example of
the ambition and resilience that
MGS seeks to inspire.

Finally, we have taken further
steps to strengthen the bond
between past and present. The
newly curated display of Old
Maidstonians in the Sanfourche
Corridor has already become a
focal point for students, who draw
inspiration from the achievements
of those who came before them.
It is a daily reminder of the rich
legacy of our school and the
shared identity that unites all
Maidstonians.

Thank you, as ever, for your
continued support. | wish all Old
Maidstonians a restful festive
season, and | look forward to
sharing more of the school’s
progress in the year ahead.

Mark Tomkins
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London GetTogether 2025

By John Clayton (photos by John Clayton except *by Richard Ratcliffe)

Our annual Get-Together at The
George, Southwark, drew a record
attendance with 37 OMs enjoying
a good catch-up over drinks and

a very generous buffet in our
usual private room at this lovely
pub, which is the only surviving
galleried London coaching inn.

The leaving dates of the OMs

attending were from 1959 to

2024 and conversations covered a ,

matching wide range! Hugo van Mol (2014), Graham Walker (2018), Neil Turrell (2009) and
Immediate Past President Jason Tarry (1985).

Peter Inwood (1976), Mark Rimmington (1976) and
Gardner Crawley (1962)

Michael Horton, Nick Clayton (2005) and Chris Chris Ratcliffe, lan Franks and Steve Johnson (all
Hipkins (1969) 1993)
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David Lane (1978) and Sam Coppard (2012)

*After the plentiful buffet, President John Clayton
welcomed everyone and spoke briefly about MGS
Nick Clayton (2005) and Neil Turrell (2009) activities and the Society’s plans for 2026
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Musings from the Penthouse #31

By Icarus

The summer has come and gone and, at least | got one thing correct in my last ‘Musings’ - there is a
hose-pipe ban and still there is little chance of prolonged rain.

The long summer months have lulled me into a state of false security as | see that my deadline

for sending ‘Musings’ to the Editor is at the end of this month (October), and it's now the 15th!. |
remembered mentioning the school scouts but | had very little prepared for an item. ‘Be prepared’
should have triggered my actions. | will continue with just a few of my research findings; the Scout
archive box does not hold the same amount of information as the CCF ones do. There are more
details and photographs from the 1950s but | need to start at the beginning as all good story books
do.

A little while ago someone said to me, ‘Did MGS really have a scout troop?” and whilst | remember
them from my era and also from that of my late father-in-law, | was unsure of the extent of their life
at the school. So a little searching though The Maidstonian was called for, but first | had a look to see
what might have been written before (Editor : not plagiarism, surely? - Icarus : Never) A school team
had found that they existed from the 1920s to the 1970s, but The Maidstonian gave me a different
story. The first mention in the magazine is in the December Edition 1914 in the Junior School Notes
section, where it states that ‘A troop of Boy Scouts has been formed, with a membership of twenty-five.’
It continues ‘the aim is to develop good citizenship among boys by forming their character - training them
in habits of observation, obedience and self-reliance - inculcating loyalty and thoughtfulness for others.
All members must constantly bear in mind the "Scout Law.” To know the law is not sufficient, but to obey
it is essential if each boy wishes to be a true Scout.” | wonder if you are thinking what | am thinking!

The Junior School was originally part of the Maidstone Girl's Grammar School before moving in
1922/23 to the Brunswick House School buildings in Buckland Hill.

The UK Boy Scout movement was started by Robert Baden-Powell in 1907 with an experimental
camp on Brownsea Island, Dorset, but by the first national meeting at the Crystal Palace in 1909,
thousands of boys attended, so our troop was relatively late in starting.

However, by 1915, The Maidstonian reports that there are at least
three patrols and that a number of boys, including F. Streatfeild
and R. W. Paffard, both of whom would star greatly in the school’s
history, were awarded the “Tenderfoot” badge (that is the initial
badge for any Cub). There then follows a report by Paffard of
scouting expeditions, several to Barming Woods, “which we like
better than Allington Woods, to which we went last term. We have
had many attempts at cooking with our billy-cans over the camp fire.
Tea and coffee have been made, and some of us have even boiled
eggs, and fried steak and bacon, which have been very good.”

The Maidstonian then continues with many accounts of the MGS troop taking on various other local
troops in all sorts of competitions and being mainly successful throughout 1915 and 1916. However,
by Christmas 1917 the number of Scouts had fallen to just 18 as many of the older boys had joined
up with the O.T.C. as the First World War continued to take many lives. Following the new school
intake in 1918 a new patrol was added and there was mooted a patrol of ‘Cyclist Scouts. This meant
that those who joined were able to travel further afield, enjoying visits to Detling and even Sutton
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Valence, where ‘roaming about, cooking our own teas and playing games’ was the order of the day.

1919 saw another increase in numbers with there being 18 Cubs and 17 Scouts and was now
registered as the official ‘Maidstone Boy Scouts’; this membership increased the following year to 28
Scouts and 21 Cubs. | have to admit that | have to chuckle at some of the badges that were earned
by the boys, perhaps the best three being ‘Thrifty Man, Handy Man and All-round Cord’. The last
achievement was apparently a much-coveted cord, so | take my hat off to young master RW. Avery.
Many hours were spent, with Sir Edward Sharp’s permission | add, in a nearby quarry, although | am
not sure of its location. This ‘playground’ was needed for other matters later, so the troop lost this
facility a number of years later, but not before practicing bridge building with fallen trees. No-one
succeeded as the logs were taken away for sale before away bridge was completed!

In conjunction with the O.T.C., the Scouts took part in the official celebrations on Armistice Day, and
a new clubroom was made available for the Troop in Week St. It would be a good number of years
before the wooden Scout Hut was built on the school site.

Much of the reports in The Maidstonian relating to the senior and junior school troops relate the
badge proficiency and reports of inspections and summer camps, which when listed out here would
be very tedious, so | have just picked out a few highlights.

In 1924 the numbers had increased to 118 and semaphore and first aid courses were introduced.
The school’s troops formed part of the guard of honour for HRH Princess Helena Victoria. For those
of us who remember him, Mr. Charlie Hodges joined the troop in Spring 1925.

1926, and education took importance over extra-curricular matters as ‘Owing to the demands of the
time-table, scouting had to be done out of school hours' resulting in a loss in numbers in the troop of
the boys who lived at a greater distance from the school. However, it is reported that virtually every
boy in the Junior School was either a scout or a cub.

In 1927 the school troop entered the County Commissioner’s Flag Competition for the first time.
The troop had a last minute problem in the loss of one of their intended entrants which meant that
the replacement had to learn semaphore in just 3 days! They achieved 407 points out of 600, but
the wining troop only had 500 points so comparatively they did very well. One item of note is that
Patrol Leader P. Fletcher became the school’s first ‘King's Scout’. The Chief Officer’s inspection
reported that - “The class as a whole did quite good work. The rate for artificial respiration was wrongly
given in many cases. It should be 15 not 12 to the minute. A little more knowledge on poisons would do
good.” So beware, if you got poisoned, don't ask the school troop to revive you! Perhaps Mr. E.C.
Julier’s french lessons did not help - he became Senior Scoutmaster this year.

1929 saw something quite
different — a scout troop for
Old Maidstonians, known as
The Rover Crew or Troop. An
opportunity to get away from
the wife at camps, maybe?
Speaking of which, camps that
is, not wives, the school troop
had a camp in Neauphle-le-
Vieux, in the estate of the
Comte de Chobannes, west of
Paris. A bit of a change from
Barming Woods from a few
years earlier. In all fairness The 1932 School Troop
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to the Rover Troop, they did
raise monies for charities and
assisted when they could - as
well as having troop meetings.

Once again, the school’s troop
was given ceremonial duties
by outside bodies in providing
assistance at the County Fair
in the Guards of Honour, the
selling of programmes and
being at the League of Nations
Pageant and the Mayoral
Procession. Four more ‘King’s
Scouts’ badges were achieved
in 1931.

In 1932 there is a special event
which I would like to report

on, the Kent County (1932)
Jamboree, which was held in
Mote Park. Thirty-five of our
scouts officially attended, a
motley crew by the look of it,
and each troop had to host a
scout from another country.
The school’s troop had an

Hungarian Scouter to look after.

The mayor of Maidstone
opened the event and on the
Sunday a massed Open-air
Service was addressed by the
Archbishop of Canterbury.

| am not sure who the lady
might be, the photograph is
just headed ‘Camp Chief’s Staff,
1932

I'll end this scouting theme at
this time as | do want to bore
my readers, neither do | wish to
upset the Editor.

Should | find more detail in my
hunting | will include them in
future ‘Musings’.

Wishing all my readers a

very Happy Christmas and a
successful New Year.

Icarusy
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Join us for the Celebration of Christmas

Wednesday 1 /th December

at 6.30pm

We are pleased to share, on behalf of the School, details of their Celebration of Christmas event on
Wednesday 17th December at 6.30pm - an evening of festive music, drama, and community spirit led by our
talented students.

This much-loved annual event features performances from our Big Band, Show Choir, Drama Club, and soloists
from across the year groups, alongside readings from staff and students. It will be a joyful way to mark the
season and reconnect with the school community.

This year, we are pleased to host the event in the school’s Big Hall, offering a more accessible and welcoming
setting for a wider audience. With mulled wine, mince pies, and a retiring collection in support of Performing
Arts at MGS, it promises to be a heartwarming evening

There is no charge for tickets, but registration is essential. Reserve your place here: https:/forms.office.
com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=bVZYQqE_

We would be delighted if you and other members of the Society were able to join us for what promises to be a
memorable and uplifting evening.

10
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Annual Supper 2026

By John Clayton

As soon as the plates had been cleared away from our last Supper, planning began on the next one,
which will be on Saturday 28 March.

Reverting to a partial buffet style service last year proved very popular so again there will be a
generous sharing board on each table, followed by three main course options for which diners will
help themselves from buffet stations, followed by a choice of three desserts plus tea/coffee.

No pre-selection of menu items is needed!

The bar - with excellent wines at a variety of price points, plus popular beers and spirits - will again
be provided by Frederic Bistro of Market Buildings, which is widely regarded as the finest restaurant
in town. The proprietor, M. Ulric Allsebrook, who is a great supporter of both the school and the
Society, has recently opened a second restaurant named Maison Frederic, this time in Earl Street,
and if you fancy a good night out in our town | do recommend paying either establishment a visit -
booking online is recommended.

Bookings open on 1 January 2026, so please note the date - Saturday 29 March - and look out for
Sean’s emails with full details in the near future.

OMS Golf Day

The Society is running its first Golf Day at Cobtree Golf Course (off the A229) on Saturday 27 June.

Details will be circulated very soon, in the meantime please save the date!

The school’s fithess suite.
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Upper School Speech Day

On Friday 5th September, the
Sixth Form, staff, parents and
Old Maidstonians gathered

in the Quad for the school’s
Upper School Speech Day. This
annual event is an opportunity
to formally recognise and
celebrate the achievements of
students who were in Year 11
to 13 last year. Prize-winners
from these year groups were
individually acknowledged and
received awards in front of their
families and invited guests.

A special thank you to all who
attended, and in particular to
Chris Boobier, Former School
Captain (OM, 2005), who
joined us as Guest of Honour
and shared his reflections with
the audience.

Congratulations to all the prize-
winners, and best wishes to last
year’s Year 13 as they begin
their journeys to university and
other next steps.
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Professional Debuts

Congratulations to Jacob Safa
(MGS 2018-2023), who was
offered a professional contract
with Charlton Athletic F.C. at the
end of last season. Jacob has
now begun his first season as a
professional footballer, fulfilling
the dream he often spoke about
during his time at MGS - to
become a professional player. A
massive congratulations Jacob,
and we wish him the very best in
his career.

Old Maidstonian Louie Dayal
(MGS 2019-2024) made his
professional debut for Gillingham
Football Club in September,
helping the team secure a 4-1
victory over Fulham.

Coming off the bench in the
second half, Louie wasted no time
making his mark - his two assists
were instrumental in the team’s
dominant performance. Louie has
since made two more first team
appearances for The Gills.

We look forward to following both
Jacob’s and Louie’s careers and
celebrating many more milestones
in the future.
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Louie Dayal
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Academic Success

This summer, the school
celebrated an outstanding set of A
Level results, marking one of the
best years in our history (outside
of the COVID years). In August,
66% of all grades were A-B*,

with 31% at A/A*. Among these
achievements:

e 27 students secured at least
three A grades.

e 12 students achieved two or
more A* grades.

e Special recognition goes to the
four students who gained at
least three A grades™.

These exceptional results

mean that many students have
successfully met their university
offers, opening doors to exciting
futures. Headteacher Mark
Tomkins commented:

“These excellent grades represent
the enormous and collective
efforts put in by both students and
staff over the last two years.”

As these talented individuals move
on to the next stage of their lives,
they also join the proud ranks

of the Old Maidstonians. Their
success reflects not only their hard
work but also the enduring spirit
of our community - a spirit that
continues to thrive through every
generation.
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Lives and Legacies

In this edition, we reflect on the lives and legacies of several Old Maidstonians whose stories remind us of the
rich history and enduring spirit of our community. From the remarkable service of Michael Moore as Chaplain
to the Queen, to an uncovered story of John Allan Worssam Martin - bringing to light another name to be
honored among those who gave their lives in the First World War.

These articles not only commemorate individual achievements and sacrifices but also strengthen the bond that
connects past and present generations of Maidstonians.

A special word of thanks goes to our archivist, Graham Walker, whose dedication and research make it possible
to share these important stories with you.

Michael MH Moore (MGS 1946-54)
Chaplain to the Queen at Hampton Court (1982-99)

By Graham Walker

Michael MH Moore joined MGS
Form 111A in September 1946,
becoming a member of West
Borough House. His Form Master
was Mr. EW Edmonds. The MGS
Journal shows that the following

year he moved to Form IVL(Latin),

with Mr. R Kemp.

The December 1948 Maidstonian
(Mol 59 No. 2) records that he
was awarded the IVL Form Prize
and he would have received

this at the Speech Day, held on
November 12th 1948 from the
distinguished guest of honour Sir

Stephen Tallents KCMG, CB, CBE.

The following academic year he
moved to Form Upper IVL with
Mr. M Searle. He would have
attended the very special Speech
Day on October 20th 1949,
which commemorated the 400th
Anniversary of MGS with guest of
Honour being Field Marshall The
Viscount Montgomery of Alamein
KG, GCB, DSO.

The 1949-50 Journal shows he is
now a member of Form Remove

L with Mr. CS Cocker and he is in

Maths Set 1. The December 1950
Maidstonian (Vol 61 No.2) shows
he received the RL Form Prize;
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he would have received this from
the guest speaker Mr. R Birley, the

Headmaster of Eton College.

The 1950-51 Journal highlights
he is now a member of Form VL,
still with Mr. CS Cocker studying
French (Set 1), Latin, German,

THE COMEDY OF ERRORS
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History (Set 1), Maths (Set 1) and
that he was a member of the
Combined Cadet Force (CCF).

The July 1951 Maidstonian
magazine (Vol 62 No.1) has

a reference to M Moore in

the athletics 1951 section,
representing the School vs
Gravesend GS in the 4x220yds
Invitation Race along with MJ
Ruddy, JE Mace and MJ Salter. M
Moore also came 3rd in the Kent

Schools’ Sports Intermediates
100yds Race.

The 1952-53 Journal has him
in Form VIA(Arts)2 with Mr. GB
Phillips, studying French and
German A Level and English
Literature and Latin O Level and
he is still a member of the CCF.

The September 1952 Maidstonian
(Vol 63) congratulation MMH
Moore on becoming an Acting
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Praefect, along with JM Smith,
WM Tydeman, RM Wickenden,
PW Poole, PG Griggs, ND Perry, J
Winch. The West Borough House
Report states “MMH Moore has
been in charge of cricket this year
and has done excellent work in
choosing and coaching teams”.

The February 1953 Maidstonian
(Mol 64) congratulates MMH
Moore and 16 others on becoming
new School Praefects. Also,

he performed in the Dramatic
Society’s Evening of ‘The Comedy
of Errors’ followed by ‘Antigone’
‘Aegeon (Michale Moore) was
given the ungrateful task of

explaining how the initial situation
had arisen, in lines that were often
more beautiful in poetry than
revealing of meaning. Whether
we grasped it all did not really
matter .... The touches of knock-
about comedy were invested by
boy actors with a plausibility and
a freshness that adult players
would not have given them. The
actors so evidently believed it all
and were so obviously enjoying it
all that we could not but do the
same.

He also played for the 2nd Xl
Cricket Team taking 4 wickets for
4 runsina 51 run victory against
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Aske'’s, Lewisham and 4 for 11
runs in a 9 wicket victory against
the Parents. He was awarded his
2nd Xl| Colours and his 2nd Xl
Report reads “Moore’ - a good
and reliable slow bowler. He
bowls well to his field, and his
command of length has had some
good batsmen in trouble. Fielding
of a very high standard”. There

is no photo of the 2nd XI, but
below is the corresponding 1st X
photograph:

The 1953-54 Journal highlights he
is now in Upper VI A with Mr. EC
Julier.

17
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The September 1954 Maidstonian
states “the following gained
Commonerships at Oxford: RTN
Bowen at Keble College; J Lewis
at Hertford College, MMH Moore
and J Winch at Pembroke College,
and ND Perry at Jesus College.

The February 1955 Maidstonian
(Vol 66) gives the following Valete:

“Moore MMH (WBH): School
Praefect 1952-54; Sgt, Army CCF;
Cert Al,’50; Cert All’52; 2nd Xl
'53-54 Colours; Dramatic Society;
Choral Society; 1st Orchestra;
GCE ‘O’ '51 (4); GCE ‘A" '53(2);

Commonership, Pembroke College,

Oxford”.

The Old Maidstonian Notes in the
1956 Maidstonian Magazine (No.
67) states “Michael Moore is still
on the Russian Course at Bodmin”.

The Oxford Letter in the 1958
Maidstonian (No. 69) states
“Musical interests formed at
school are being developed by
Michael Moore and Michael
Wickenden, the latter now
secretary of the Oxford Music
Union”.

The 1960 Maidstonian (No.71)
includes “Michael Moore, about
to take his degree in Modern
Languages at Pembroke College,
Oxford, is going on to Wells
Theological College, this Summer”.
The 1962 edition (No.73) informs
us that “Michael Moore (46-54) is
now studying for Holy Orders at
Wells Theological College.

The 1966 Maidstonian (No.77)
gives the following update:
“MMH Moore (1946-54), after

John Allan Worssam Martin
Quartermaster Sergeant
6th London Regiment

KIA 26th August 1918

By Graham Walker

Easter 1905 Maidstonian in

the Salvete it has John Allan
Worssam Martin joining Form VI,
Eastborough House.

He came 4th in the obstacle race
and was awarded the Lower Sixth
and Fifth Science Prize.

He left in 1907 and donated a
book to the library ‘By Proxy’,
Payne.

He attended the Old Boys Supper
in December 1907 at the Royal
Star Hotel, Maidstone.

The 1908 Maidstonian lists OM
members and JAW Martin lived at
49 Waterloo Road. He went on to
be a Teacher at York Road School,
Dartford.

The 1914 Maidstonian states
“Martin JAW, Private 6th Battalion
City of London Rifles.

His Service Number was 32076,

6th London Regiment and sadly he

was killed in action 26th August
1918. He is buried in Bonfray
Farm Military Cemetery, Bray-Sur-
Somme, France and he has the

Issue No. 48: Winter 2025

a time as curate of St Matthews,
Bethnal Green, has taken up an
appointment in the Balkans as
Chaplain to the Embassies in
Bucharest, Sophia and Belgrade”.
The next Maidstonian states
“MMH Moore has been appointed
to the post of Assistant General
Secretary of the Church of
England Council on foreign
relations. He has been Anglican
priest-student at the Orthodox
Theological Academy Bucharest.”

The 1970 Maidstonian (Vol

81) states “The Rev. Michael
Moore (1954), Assistant General
Secretary of the Church of
England Council on foreign
relations, was a member of the
select party of churchmen invited
for the first time to visit East
Germany”.

following CWGC (see below).
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The Society offers its condolences to the families and friends of all of those Old Maidstonians who have died recently.

John R Chrystal MGS 1957-61)

A natural leader who found
his niche in technology, and
led projects for IBM over five
continents.

JOHN CHRYSTAL has died aged
81 at his home in Greenwich
Connecticut, due to complications
related to lymphoma. He is
survived by his beloved wife of 43
years Elizabeth, and their two sons
James and Robert.

John left MGS in 1961, and like
many of the time was already
swept up by tales of the youthful
JFK government across the
Atlantic. It really was a new dawn
in space and everywhere, and

at the forefront was a company
called IBM with their new 360
computer. Exciting, but in 1961 a
bit new and a bit distant for John.

A fixture in the school rugby team
John could run fast and throw

far with the shot and discus,

a rare combination that led to
decathlons at county level. Always
on the science side of things, he
sat behind me in class. so | saw
how methodical he was in his
reasoning, patiently searching for
a logical answer. He could explain
the how and why, something

| frequently gained from, via a
slipped note from behind when
Mr Dunning the physics teacher
wasn't looking. We didn’t quite
realise it, but when John left
school in 1961 he was ready for
computers, but they weren't quite
ready for him.

He slipped into becoming a
teacher, but when | met him at a
school on a dreary afternoon in
South London he still enthused
about computers. In 1965, he
joined IBM near Havant on

the south coast but a couple

of years later he set up home

in Connecticut, in commuting
distance to the IBM headquarters,
Suddenly, he was travelling far
and wide, and | next saw him on
assignment to IBM at La Gaude,
near St Paul de Vence in southern
France. The booming company
and the vibrant Eastern Seaboard
had fired all his ambitions, and
everything was complete when he
married Elizabeth at a beautiful
ceremony in a lovely part of the
State.

His home (before Elizabeth) had an
early computer the size of a piano
in the sitting room. One evening

| watched him type some keys

and twirl some knobs and next
morning | saw my first email.

John retired from IBM in 2000
at director level, but didn't stop
working. He founded his own
consultancy firm and served as
IT director at Yale University and
Medical School.

He always had time for sport,
sailing on his boat all over Long
Island Sound and further, skiing in
Vermont and playing tennis, right
up to recent years. Forever and
ably supported by his Swedish
wife Elizabeth, John enjoyed

hosting gatherings and telling
stories, usually prefixed with his
signature line ‘this is an absolutely
true story’.

From those early schooldays John
and | remained friends throughout
our lives, him coming to my big
days and me to his. From 88-92
we were able to meet regularly
for lunch in Manhattan when |
flew the early morning Concorde
to New York. | appreciated his
warmth and sense of humour
above everything. He seemed
invincible.

John will be missed by many, but
especially of course by his loving
wife Elisabeth and their two
adored sons James and Robert.

John Chrystal, born June 23rd
1943, died April 17th 2025.

Alan Atkinson (MGS 1954-61)

School Archive Entries:

The School Admissions has John R
Chrystal (DoB 23.6.1943) entering
MGS in September 1957, aged

14, as a member of Form Remove
A, representing West Borough
House.

Key Maidstonian Magazine
References:

The 1958 Athletics report

states how MGS did well at the
Maidstone School Sports, held at
Aylesford: “JR Chrystal gained first
place in the Discus and went on
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to win the Shot-Putt with a new
record throw”.

The 1960 Athletics report shows
he competed in the Shot-Putt
competition at the London
Athletics Club’s Schools’ Meeting
held at the White City on April
22nd.

At the MGS Sports Day on June
1st 1950 John won the Shot
competition posting a new record
of 47'1" and the Discus event
with 124’ On June 11th he

came second in the Shot in the
Kent Youth Sports held at Erith.
On June 25th he represented

Maidstone in the Kent School
Sports held at Paddock Wood
where he won and broke the
Intermediate Shot record. As
a result, he was selected to
represent the County in the
England Schools’ Sports at
Shrewsbury. On July 9th he
achieved 4th place in the Shot-
Putt at the Southern Youths
Championship.

John also represented the School’s
3rd XV.

In his final MGS Sports Day he
improved on his own Shot-Putt
record (49'9"). He won the County

Edward Pries (MGS 1951-1957)

We are saddened to share the
passing of Edward Pries, who
attended Maidstone Grammar
School from 1951 to 1957.
Edward passed away in March
this year. His daughter, Heather
Atkins, kindly informed us and
shared that he often spoke with

great fondness of his time at MGS.
Though he was unable to join us
for recent gatherings, his memory
and connection to the school
remain warmly remembered by all
who knew him.

The Society extends its sincere

Simon John James (MGS 1984-89)

It is with great sadness that we
announce the passing of Professor
Simon John James, who attended
Maidstone Grammar School

from 1984 to 1989. Simon died
peacefully following a short illness,
surrounded by his wife Kate and
close family.

A gifted academic and leading
authority on H. G. Wells, late-
Victorian literature, and the
modern novel, Simon studied

at Peterhouse, Cambridge, and
went on to serve for 25 years

at Durham University, where he
was Professor and Head of the
Department of English Studies. He

was deeply admired as a brilliant
critic, inspirational lecturer, and
generous mentor.

Simon contributed widely beyond
academia, including to the
Durham Book Festival, Durham
Student Theatre, and the Durham
Commission on Creativity and
Education. His warmth, intellect,
and dedication touched many
lives, and he will be profoundly
missed.

Further tributes and information
can be found at Durham
University’s obituary notice and
simonjjamesfuneral.com.
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competition and again represented
Kent in the All-England Schools’
Championships at Chesterfield in
July.

He left MGS in July 1961 and

the School Leavers register notes
his future occupation as going to
Borough Road Teacher’s Training
College.

His Valete in the 1962
Maidstonian (Vol 73) reads:
“Chrystal, JR (West Borough
House): 3rd XV '59-61; Athletics
Team; All England Sports '59-61;
GCE ‘O’ '59-60 (6), ‘A" '61 (1)

Graham Walker

condolences to Edward’s family
and friends.
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Dr. Roger Brook (MGS 1934-1940)

March 15, 1924 - September 5,
2025

On March 15, 1924, a small
bundle of opinion, was received by
Louisa and Harold Brook at Queen
Mary Maternity House, London,
England. Roger Brook had made
his entrance and was not leaving
for a very long time. His passion
for learning was evident early. He
was an accomplished reader by the
age of 4 and was soon awarded

a scholarship to Maidstone
Grammar School. Roger enjoyed
school immensely. He was known
as “Johnny Why” because he had
an insatiable curiosity and, in his
words, “those were very happy
days.” He attended MGS until
1940, when WWII interrupted

his academic aspirations. His
father, a WWI cavalry veteran,
suggested he volunteer for the
British Merchant Navy. This was
not based on a romantic sense of
nationalism, but from typical Brook
pragmatism. “If you are in the
merchant navy, you will be warm,
dry, well fed and well trained, until
they sink your ship.”

During the war, Roger
circumnavigated the globe and
crossed the Atlantic 17 times,
trying to avoid German U-boats.
He was on the last merchant ship
to leave Singapore before it fell
to the Japanese and on the first
one back. He spent most of 1943
in the Mediterranean supporting
the Allied invasion of Southern
Europe. After the war, he remained
in the service ferrying POW'’s and
refugees from East Asia back to
Britain. Not one to waste time,
he studied throughout the war
and progressed from a junior
midshipman at 17 to Second
Officer at 23, the youngest in

the 150 year history of the Blue

Funnel Line.

Despite being in extremely active
theatres of war, no ship he was on
was ever sunk while he was on it
or after he left it. Others were not
so lucky, 60 ships in his company
of 100 were lost. As a service, the
British Merchant Navy had the
second highest casualty rate in the
war. Notably, and sadly, only the
German sub-mariners fared worse.

Of all his war experiences, his
proudest brag, other than living, is,
“No ship | was on, ever fired a shot
in anger.”

After the war he studied at

The London Hospital and then
practiced family medicine for the
next 63 years, in London, England;
Hearts Content, Newfoundland;
and St. Catharines ON. His first
posting was as the first, full time
resident doctor back at Queen
Mary Maternity House, where

he was born. If you have ever
watched the British TV show, Call
the Midwife, that's him, a young
medic, helping the impoverished
women of the East End. It was a
rough place, but if you were on a
London Hospital bicycle, you were
safe.

In St. Catharines, Dr. Brook was

a very atheist Chief of Staff

of the Hotel Dieu, a Catholic
hospital. He had a successful

and productive partnership with
Sister McPhearson, the chief
administrator. They had mutual
respect, making a concerted effort
to find areas of agreement instead
of focusing on differences, and
both had unwavering dedication
to the hospital, not to their own
agendas. Tradition held that the
Chief of Staff was appointed a
single two year term. Dad was the
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only person ever asked to serve a
second time.

Roger and his partners had a large
family medicine practice in West
St. Catharines. Over the years he
delivered generations of babies
and made house-calls at all hours.
His thousands of patients did

not keep him busy enough, so he
picked up side gigs as Medical
Director of Queenston Labs,
Medical Director of Extendicare
on Pelham Road, Medical Officer
of The Lincoln and Welland
Regiment, retiring at the rank of
Major and School Doctor of Ridley
College. He was President and
board member of both the Press
Theatre and Community Concerts.
For cultural entertainment, he
frequented Mirvish and Shaw
Festival productions. He also quite
enjoyed his membership in the
International Food & Wine Society,
The Probus Club and Lincoln &
Welland gang’s “Six Pack”.

Despite all these commitments,
he found the time to raise an
exceptionally wonderful family
and had a very active social life.
He excelled at creating delicious
gourmet level meals. Beef
Wellington was his signature
entrée followed by a Hungarian
torte. He annually made jars of
delicious strawberry jam and

red pepper jelly. He dabbled in
many cuisines he had enjoyed
during his travels. Although sports
were never his thing, he loved
swimming and hiking. Strangely,
he was the fastest walker in the
world. As kids we needed to run
along behind him to keep up. Of
course, he was always ‘on call’ so
when the pager went off (this was
the 70’s) he was a blur of tweed
jacket and dress shoes, flying
through the mud to the nearest
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pay phone. Children sometimes
needed to find alternative
transportation home.

He was not the only doctor out
on the hoof. There was a whole
gang of them. They became

the Downbhill Hiking Club, a
pseudonym for the Downstairs
Drinking Club. Their almost
moderate exercise sessions were
the excuse for friends gathering
at someone’s home for a big feed
and lively debate. And it was a
debate, intellectual, respectful and
informative.

Even though Roger’s war
experiences sound harrowing,
when he wrote his memoirs of
that time, they read like a young
man’s food tour of the world. He
always loved to travel and eat
local fare, passions he instilled in
his children and grandchildren,
sometimes questionably. | still
don't like sea urchin, but as an 11
year old boy, | found the late-night
tour of Amsterdam’s Red Light
district to be highly informative.
He always said, “Travel is the best
form of education”

There are very few countries

he did not visit. Even late in life

he undertook multiple arduous
adventures to China (his favourite),
Laos, Thailand, Myanmar, Vietnam,
India, Japan and so many others.
When he was well into his 80’s,
we found ourselves on an island
in the middle of the Mekong River.
The only form of transportation
was old rickety bicycles.

“‘Dad, when was the last time you
rode a bike?”

‘Oh | don’t know, 50 years ago” -
remember - not an athlete

“Great, hop on.”
After crashing through a barbed

wire fence and slamming into a
villagers’ hut, Roger was bloodied

but enjoying a G&T watching the
sunset and said, “That was a great
day.” The exact attitude that kept
him young.

The other source of youth was his
work. He loved it, obviously, as he
kept at it until he was 91 years old.
He pared down his responsibilities;
his last post was at Extendicare. At
his retirement party you couldn’t
help but notice, he was older

than most of the patients. In the
summer of his 101st year, his
mobility declined, and he needed
to move out of his apartment to
somewhere with more support. He
first received excellent care at the
Hotel Dieu Shaver, and then was
moved to Extendicare, where he
had been on staff for 41 years.

Over the years, he had contributed
to Extendicare in many ways,

but when we noted there was a
great fat orange cat roaming the
hallways, the life-long cat lover
puffed up and said “Yes, | did that.
| struggled with the administration
for years, but | wouldn't let it go. |
said it's good for the patients and
it's good for the cats”

Many of the staff that he worked
with, trained, supported and
mentored over the years, are still
there. Nurses, administrators,
PSW’s and technicians
commented on how they enjoyed
working with him and what a
positive and kind influence he had
on the facility. They seemed more
than happy to give back. He was in
professional and caring hands, and
he knew it. In his final days many
of the staff visited his room, not

in a work capacity, but as friends,
to say goodbye. It meant a lot. We
thank all of them for the absolutely
amazing care they provided over
the last months of his life.

During his last months, he didn’t
complain, he didn’'t lament, he
was positive, he was calm, he
was peaceful. Tomorrow always
held the promise of another
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conversation, another card game
and something new to learn. Life
is about tomorrow, not yesterday.
On one of his last days, he looked
at Alison, my sister and said flatly,
“I'm going to die soon, you know”
(do your best Roger voice in your
head) and then enjoyed another
game of cards. Even in death he
left us with a lesson about living.

We were proud to celebrate

his remarkable life and 100th
birthday with him last year, where
he stood as both the guest of
honor and keynote speaker. That
unforgettable celebration became
his final farewell — a living tribute
to a man so many admired and
were eager to honor.

Together with Joan he

raised Alison(Chris Wittig),
Gillian(Stephen Yorke), and
Anthony(lsabelle Drapeau), their
grandchildren Jack(Marlee),
Nicholas(JoAnn); Rachel,
Declan; and Riley(Sydney) who
were deeply influenced by his
unwavering encouragement
toward excellence and discovery,
and they remain grateful for the
curiosity and drive he inspired in
them.

Later he married Maureen and
welcomed her English daughters,
the late Sally, Tamlyn(Rupert
Harrison) and Philippa Tate-
Gilder, the grandchildren
Daisy(James Bennett), Anna(Mike)
and Theo(Rhys) and great
grandchildren Wolfie and Winnie.

Donations to Shaw Festival
Niagara-on-the-Lake would have
pleased him as he was an avid
theatre goer until his 100th year.

He loved and inspired us all.

Dad, we love you. We will miss
you. Thank you.
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John Ashmole (MGS 1956-63)

| am sorry to have to report that
John Michael Ashmole (MGS 1956
- 63) passed away on the 3rd July
2025 aged 80.

John had been suffering from
Myelodysplastic Syndromes (MDS)
for five years but it was only at the
end of June this year that matters
seriously deteriorated and he was
admitted to Johnson Community
Hospital where he passed away
peacefully with family beside him.

John and | had been friends since
primary school and it was only
after he departed for Lincolnshire
that our paths separated, only to
be restored again by emails during
and following Covid (at least some
things good came out of that
period).

After a brief spell in banking, John
went to Canterbury University
and had a long teaching career
finishing with 40 years at the
George Farmer Technology
Language College at Holbeach,
(now the University Academy),
ultimately becoming Head of Year
and subject lead for Religious
Studies. He continued his contact
with the school after he retired by
being an examination invigilator.

John'’s true love, outside his family
of course, was motor cycling in his
younger years and more deeply his
love of building and flying model
aircraft. He was an active member
of Peterborough Model Flying
Club, being a regular contributor
to their magazine, vice-chairman
and subsequently chair of the club.
John was awarded a certificate of
merit by the Aero Club of Great

Britain ‘For those who have served
the cause of aviation in general or
sporting aviation in particular, by
their work, dedication or initiative),
and another certificate by the
British Model Flying Association
for ‘meritorious endeavour’. |
remember John trying to explain
to back in the early 60s the
wonders of a Yetex’ motor for
flying model aircraft.

John leaves behind a widow, two
daughters, five grandchildren and
two half-brothers.

Rest in Peace, John.

Jeff Wilkinson.
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Campbell Higgins (MGS 1948-53)

We are saddened to report the
passing of William David Campbell
Higgins, who attended Maidstone
Grammar School from 1948 to
1953. Campbell passed away on
11th July, as shared by his wife,
Mrs Margaret Higgins.

Campbell joined MGS in
September 1948, aged nearly
11, and was a member of West
Borough House. He was an
active participant in school life,
representing the Under-14 rugby
team in 1951 and progressing

to the Colts XV the following
season. In 1953, he entered the
Sixth Form to study History and
French A-Levels, and his Valete
in the 1954 Maidstonian records
his involvement in the Army CCF,
achieving Certificate ‘A’ Part 1

in 1952, and passing four GCE
O-Levels in 1953.

Campbell’s future occupation
was noted as “A.P.M. in the
School Leavers Register. He is
remembered fondly by those who
knew him during his time at MGS
and beyond.

The Society extends its sincere
condolences to Mrs Higgins and
the family.

School Archive Entries:

The School Admissions Register
has William David Campbell
Higgins (Reg: 3147) entering MGS
in September 1948, aged nearly
11 (DoB 1.12.1937), and joining
Form 111a and representing West
Borough House.

Key Maidstonian Magazine
References:

The 1951 Maidstonian (Vol 62)
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shows Campbell represented the
U14 rugby team “Higgins and
Rowlands handle and kick the ball
well”. The following season he
progressed to the Colts XV.

In September 1953 he joined the
Sixth Form (V1Ai) to study History
and French A-Levels, but he left
during the First Term, with his
future occupation noted in the
Schools Leavers register as ‘A.P.M!
The 1954 Maidstonian (Vol 65)
includes his Valete which reads:
‘CDW Higgins [WBH]; Army CCF;
Cert ‘A’ 1,'52; GCE ‘O’ ’53 (4)".

Graham Walker

Anthony ‘Tony’ Naughton (MGS 1948-57)

We are deeply saddened to
report the passing of Anthony
Tony’ Naughton, who attended
Maidstone Grammar School
from 1948 to 1957 and was a
distinguished member of Corpus
Christi House.

Tony’s school career was marked
by outstanding achievement
across academics, sport, and
leadership. He represented MGS
in both rugby and cricket from an
early age, earning Colours for the
U14 and Colts teams, and later
captaining the 2nd XV and 1st
XV rugby teams. His cricketing
prowess was equally notable,
serving as a consistent opening
batsman and reliable fielder for the

1st XI, and scoring 84 runs against
the Old Maidstonians in his final
year.

In athletics, Tony excelled in cross-
country and track events, winning
the school’s Cross-Country Race
in his final year and claiming
victories in both the Mile and
Half-Mile races on Sports Day.

His leadership was recognised
through his appointment as
House Captain of Corpus Christi
and later as School Captain in
1956-57. He also served as RAF
Warrant Officer in the CCF and
was selected for an overseas flight,
though petrol rationing prevented
the journey.

24

Tony’s academic achievements
included winning the Fifth
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Form History Prize and gaining
a Commonership to Wadham
College, Oxford, where he went
on to read Geography after
completing National Service.
His Valete in the Maidstonian
of Autumn 1957 reflects a truly
exceptional school career.

Later references in the
Maidstonian note his continued
involvement with the Old
Maidstonians rugby team and his
professional role as Production
Manager at Meredith & Drew’s
biscuit factory in Ashby-de-la-
Zouch.

Tony will be remembered as a
gifted sportsman, scholar, and
leader whose contributions to
school life were both broad and
enduring. The Society extends its
heartfelt condolences to his family
and loved ones.

School Archive Entries:

The Schools Admission Register
shows Anthony Naughton (Reg:
3164) entered MGS in September
1948 aged nearly 11 (DoB
13.10.1937) and joined Form IIC
and represented Corpus Christi
House.

Key Maidstonian Magazine
References:

The 1951 Maidstonian (Vol 62)
states Tony represented the
successful Cricket U14 XI (P8 W7
L1) and the U14 Rugby Team,
“Naughton at full-back, though
uncertain in his positioning and
tackling has shown quality in

his fielding and kicking and was
awarded his rugby U14 Colours”.

The 1952 Maidstonian (Vol 63)
states that the following season
he achieved his Colts XI Cricket
Colours “It must suffice to say that
Waters, Humphrey and Naughton
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showed that they are going to
make runs later on in the school”.

The 1954 Maidstonian (Vol 65):
At the Annual Speech Day 26
November 1953 he won the Fifth
Form History prize and would
have received this from Sir Charles
Morris MA, LL.D, Vice-Chancellor
of the University of Leeds.

The 1955 Maidstonian (Vol 66)
states that Tony was Captain

of the 2nd XV and awarded

his 2nd XV Colours but he also
represented the 1st XV “At full-
back Naughton has ably filled the
gap caused by injury to Humphrey,
and the School is indeed fortunate
in possessing two full-backs

of this calibre .... His positional
sense, handling and touch-finding
are first-rate and his tackling is
safe. He must, however, be more
definite and determined in his
efforts to kill or collect a rolling
ball”. Tony is 2nd row 2nd from

right

As a First Year Sixth Former
he was appointed a temporary
prefect.

He represented the 1st Xl at
Cricket and was awarded his
colours - his Cricket report
states: “Naughton very consistent
opening bat, whose value to the

side has not always been realised.
However, if he is to score runs

he must use the back foot more
to the quicker bowlers. A good,
reliable field, always awake, and,
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more recently, a useful change
bowler”.

He came 5th in the 1955 Cross-
Country Race, 2nd the following
year, beaten by ME Burley in a
time of 17 mins 39 secs but finally
won the event in his final year in

a time of 17 mins 11 secs. In his
final Sports Day he won the Mile
Race in 4 mins 42.4 secs and the
half mile in 2 mins 12.6 secs.

As School Captain he seconded
the vote of thanks to the Guest
Speaker Mr Oakesholt, Rector of
Lincoln College, Oxford, formerly
Headmaster of St Paul’s and
Winchester.

As Captain of the 1st X1 “he has
been a tower of strength”, scoring
84 against the Old Maidstonians.

The 1957 Maidstonian (Vol 68)
congratulated Tony on gaining

The 1956 Maidstonian (Vol 67)
congratulated him on becoming
the new House Captain of Corpus
Christi House, but he had to
relinquish this position when he

was appointed the School Captain,

Captain of Rugby and Cricket.

He was also the RAF Warrant
Officer and was congratulated

on being chosen for an overseas
flight. However, the following
Maidstonian states “petrol rations
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seem to have prevented Naughton
getting off on his promised
overseas flight”.

In the 1956-7 season he again
represented the 1st XV and scored
atryina 17/-9 victory against
Sevenoaks, and the Cricket 1st XI
taking 4-16 in a narrow defeat by
Skinners.
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a Commonership at Wadham
College, Oxford.

His very impressive School Valete
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reads: “Naughton, A (Corpus
Christi): School Captain '56-'57;
School Praefect '55-'57; WO RAF
CCF; Advanced Proficiency '55;
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Dramatic Society; 1st XV '53-'57
(Colours); Kent Colts XV '56-'57;
1st X1 '55-"57 (Colours); Maidstone
Association of Cricket Clubs

Xl; GCE 'O’ '54 (7), 'AN 56 (2);
Commonership Wadham College,
Oxford ‘57"

The Schools Leavers Register
states his future occupation was
National Service and then going to
Wadham College, Oxford, to read
Geography.

The 1958 Maidstonian (Vol 69)
states “of more recent leavers,
Naughton (1957) is well on the
way to being commissioned in the
RASC".

The 1960 Maidstonian (Vol 71)
reports he scored one of the 4 Old
Maidstonian tries in a comfortable
victory against the 1st XV.

The 1961 Maidstonian (Vol 72)
states in the Nottingham Letter
Section: “Another OM whom

we have seen in Mr. ‘Hoggs'’
Naughton, who is working for a
time at Ashby, and who paid a visit
to the ‘Queen of the Midlands’

- and more especially our lush
campus, in connection with a
spare-time Psychology course he
is taking”.

The Old Maidstonian notes in the

1963 Maidstonian (Vol 74) cites
‘A Naughton (48-57) is Production
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Manager of Meredith + Drew’s
biscuit factory at Ashby-de-la-
Zouch, Leicestershire.

This was the last reference located
in the Maidstonian Magazines.

Graham Walker
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Dr David Mannion FRAS

Science Educator, Astronomer,
Weightlifting Hero, and Inspiring
Mentor

1957-2025

We are saddened to announce the
passing of Dr David Mannion; a
gifted science educator, passionate
astronomer, and cherished
member of the Maidstone
Grammar School Alumni
community. David leaves behind

a legacy of intellectual generosity,
cosmic wonder, and extraordinary
personal courage.

He served the community of
MGS for seven years, from
September 2001 to July 2008 as
Head of Physics (2001-2003),
Science Student Development
Co-ordinator (2003-2006), and
Gifted and Talented Co-ordinator
(2006-2008). Former students
may recall his stock phrases “boy,’
‘personage,’ “geezer,” ‘geezer-
woman,” and the compressed
command “Schnow!” - a
Mannionism for “shush now.”

David’s extra-curricular
contributions were equally
memorable:

- He ran the CREST Science Club,
winning the South-East England
Final in 2004.

- From 2002 to 2005, he led the
Astronomy Club, inspiring students
to explore the cosmos.

- He championed the British
Physics Olympiad and British
Physics Challenge, giving MGS
students a chance to compete
nationally.

- From 2004 to 2007, he ran the
Weightlifting Club, with up to
seven regulars attending.

His presence at morning briefings

was often accompanied by
warm laughter, and his most
infamous trip (driving a 2-foot
minibus under a 6'6” barrier in
Canterbury) earned the school its
first “convertible” vehicle. In one
assembly, he performed a 120kg
clean lift in front of Invincible
House and Churchill House,
using physical strength to model
personal discipline and focus.

David held three degrees in
Astronomy, was a Fellow of the
Roval Astronomical Society, and
lectured internationally on topics
ranging from Galileo to Dark
Matter and Dark Energy. He also
tutored for the Open University
and taught abroad in Austria and
Turkey.

In the final year of his life, David
faced a terminal diagnosis

of oesophageal cancer with
extraordinary resolve. After
enduring multiple rounds of
chemotherapy and major surgery,
he channelled his strength into
one final act of defiance and
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generosity. On 1 August 2025, he
completed a deadlift challenge,
lifting 50kg 101 times in one
hour, shifting a total of 5,050kg to
raise funds for Progress Charity,
which supports those affected by
oesophageal and gastric cancers.

Just days before, he competed

in his final weightlifting event at
Elite Bodyworks, finishing with a
triumphant flex and the words, ‘|
won something.” His challenge was
described by British Weight Lifting
CEO Matthew Curtain as “nothing
but outstanding,” and David
himself was hailed as a legend in
UK Masters weightlifting.

David's infectious laugh, eccentric
charm, and manic energy will be
missed by many. His legacy lives
on in the minds he expanded,

the stars he helped others see
more clearly, and the weight he
bore (and lifted) with grace. We
honour his memory with gratitude,
affection, and enduring respect.
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Voices

Re. OMS Summer 2025 -
Newsletter

Reading the history of the

CCF at the Grammar School

in the Summer newsletter, |

was reminded of my own short
inglorious participation with the
RAF component in about 1973. |
joined half-expecting to be flying
Spitfires within a few weeks. The
reality (marching up and down and
being shouted at) did not appeal
to me. After a few weeks of this,
| visited the intimidating teacher
who ran the CCF (whose name

| have erased from memory), to
resign. He responded that he
was sad to see me go, and that |
showed great promise. | thanked
him, saluted smartly, about-
faced, exited, and closed the door
behind me. Feeling around in

the dark | found myself inside his
walk-in cupboard surrounded by
shelves of supplies. After some
moments deciding what | should
do (the most viable plan seemed
to be to stay where | was in the
hopes he did not realize what had
happened, and remain quiet until
he went home), he called out: “Are
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you alright in there?” | emerged
red-faced, saluted again (less
smartly this time) and exited by
the correct door. As | departed he
said “You will be sadly missed by
the RAF, boy.”

John Hall, 1971-78.

The 1st XV won against Wimbledon College in early December and are now through to the semi-finals of
the National Schools’ Vase. The 1st XI have also progressed to the ESFA U18 National Schools’ Cup after a
3-0 home victory over The Judd School in November.



‘Something for nothing’

donations to our charity

If you buy goods or services online, many retailers will make donations to charity. This costs the buyer nothing,
while the charity gets income. The Society and its registered charity, the Old Maidstonian Trust, has for some
time participated in ‘Easyfundraising’, a scheme which is used by many retailers. Please help us by using this
scheme. Funds donated go to support the school and its current and immediate past pupils, including through
the Society’s Awards. (For details, see the Society’s website, http:/www.oldmaidstonians.org.uk.)

‘Easyfundraising’ is the UK’s largest charity shopping fundraising site. About 7,000 retailers participate and
to date they have donated over £31 million. In our first year in the scheme, with only six OMs signed up,
we raised over £120. Note that as well as making donations on your normal purchases, ‘Easyfundraising’
circulates special offers on goods, and opportunities for enhanced donations.

To join ‘Easyfundraising’ is (unsurprisingly) easy. Visit http:/www.easyfundraising.org.uk, and click on ‘Find

a cause’. Type ‘Old Maidstonian Society’ into the dialog box. We should come up as the first choice: click
‘Support this cause’ for us. Then fill in the form to create an account. It's very simple to complete. Make sure
that you can remember your password! To help you to remember to use the scheme whenever you buy from
participating retailers, you can download Easyfundraising’s ‘Donation Reminder’.

For additional information, contact the Society’s webmaster, Malcolm MacCallum, at webmaster@
oldmaidstonians.org.uk or visit the Society’s website’s Fundraising page.
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